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Eastern Europe Regional Trialogue
► The first Trialogue on Pollinators, Food Security and Rural Development, using the related IPBES assessment 

findings.

► Hosted by the Bosnia and Herzegovina Federal Ministry of Environment and Tourism as the IPBES Focal Point 
(supported by ORF-BD  which is financed by the BMZ and implemented GIZ GmbH)

► dialogue and capacity-building across sectors and the communities of science, policy and practice. 

► 40 stakeholders from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Moldova and Montenegro representing all three 
BES-Net communities of local farmers and bee-keepers, scientists and policymakers.

► Aims: 

1) jointly frame the problems around pollinator issues of common concern; 

2) generate innovative solutions; 

3) identify policy options within a given context, and 

4) generate a commitment to concerted action.

► Lack of scientific data about pollinators in BiH !!!



► PhD Adi Vesnić in collaboration with other scientists 
started a project:

 „The diversity of wild bees in endemic plant 
communities of western Balkan„

► National Geographic Grant program provided support:

1. to research the diversity of solitary bees and 
bumblebees on high mountain habitats and relict plant 
communities of Bosnia and Herzegovina; 

2. to develop monitoring programs and action plans for 
solitary bee conservation; 

3. and to raise public awareness about solitary bees

The diversity of wild bees in endemic 
plant communities of western Balkan



Project results
✔ cca 300 wild pollinator species (cca 1000 individuals 

collected)
✔ ID of most common drivers such as monocultures, use of 

pesticides, habitat loss etc.  
✔ purchase laboratory and field equipment (with taxonomic 

keys for bee ID, storage capacities for sampling)
✔ collecting bees on-field, as well as laboratory 

identification of the collected bee species at the Biology 
Department, Faculty of Science and Mathematics Sarajevo, 
University of Sarajevo

✔ The most important output is the Iniciative for the 
conservation of bees with a monitoring plan and 
conservation measures

FUTURE NEEDS
- Stable funding for research of pollinators
- Strenghtening of professional connections between 

scientists



Interest for pollinators is 
growing

► The interest of the scientific community 
has been growing since the Trialogue.

► Scientific paper – investigates the 
connection between invasive plant 
species and pollinators. 

► A longer period of flowering of invasive 
species represents a longer possibility of 
feeding pollinators in the autumn, but 
unfortunately also a greater possibility of 
spreading and survival of invasive 
species. 





NEA BIH
We are here!



Pollination as Nature’s Contribution to 
People (NCP)

► Bosnia and Herzegovina -> First National Ecosystem Assessment. 

► Currently the Multidisciplinary project team is making the First draft of the Assessment report.

► CHAPTER 2: In the section 2.2.1.Status and trends of nature’s regulating contributions to people the importance 
of the pollination process will be described. 

► The relevant literature and related projects will be analyzed. 

► The importance of the pollination process for the production of other material NCPs that can be valued will be 
described.



Thank you for your attention!


